
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Safety Code 
 
 

STANDARD 9: Commercial Vehicle 
Drivers Hours of Service 

  



 
National Safety Code  February 2022 
Standard 9: Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service    2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2022 
ISBN: 978-1-927993-75-0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators  
1111 Prince of Wales Drive, Suite 404  
Ottawa, Ontario K2C 3T2  
T: 613.736.1003  
F: 613.736.1395  
E: info@ccmta.ca   
ccmta.ca     

mailto:info@ccmta.ca
https://www.ccmta.ca/en/


 
National Safety Code  February 2022 
Standard 9: Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service    3 

Table of Contents 

STRUCTURE OF THE STANDARD ................................................................................................. 5 

Document Structure .......................................................................................................................... 5 

PART I ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

GENERAL PROVISIONS ....................................................................................................................... 6 
INTERPRETATION ...................................................................................................................................................... 6 
APPLICATION ............................................................................................................................................................ 9 
DIRECTORS .............................................................................................................................................................. 10 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF MOTOR CARRIERS, SHIPPERS, CONSIGNEES AND DRIVERS ................................................. 10 
TRAVELLING AS A PASSENGER - OFF DUTY TIME ................................................................................................... 10 

PART II .................................................................................................................................... 11 

SCHEDULING - DRIVING SOUTH OF LATITUDE 60°N ........................................................................... 11 
APPLICATION .......................................................................................................................................................... 11 
DAILY DRIVING AND ON-DUTY TIME ...................................................................................................................... 11 
MANDATORY OFF-DUTY TIME ................................................................................................................................ 11 
DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME ............................................................................................................................................ 11 
DEFERRAL OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME ..................................................................................................................... 12 
FERRIES ................................................................................................................................................................... 12 
SPLITTING OF OFF-DUTY TIME — SINGLE DRIVER .................................................................................................. 12 
SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — TEAM OF DRIVERS .................................................................................. 13 
CYCLES .................................................................................................................................................................... 14 
CYCLE RESET - OFF-DUTY TIME ............................................................................................................................... 15 
CYCLE SWITCHING — OFF-DUTY TIME ................................................................................................................... 15 

PART III ................................................................................................................................... 16 

SCHEDULING — DRIVING NORTH OF LATITUDE 60°N ......................................................................... 16 
APPLICATION .......................................................................................................................................................... 16 
MANDATORY OFF-DUTY TIME ................................................................................................................................ 16 
SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — SINGLE DRIVER ........................................................................................ 16 
SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — TEAM OF DRIVERS .................................................................................. 17 
CYCLES .................................................................................................................................................................... 18 
CYCLE RESET — OFF-DUTY TIME ............................................................................................................................ 18 
CYCLE SWITCHING — OFF-DUTY TIME ................................................................................................................... 18 

PART IV ................................................................................................................................... 20 

PERMITS .......................................................................................................................................... 20 
SPECIAL PERMITS .................................................................................................................................................... 20 
PERMITS FOR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES OTHER THAN OIL WELL SERVICE VEHICLES .............................................. 20 
OIL WELL SERVICE VEHICLE PERMITS ..................................................................................................................... 21 
APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS .................................................................................................................................. 22 
APPROVAL OF OTHER DIRECTORS .......................................................................................................................... 23 
ISSUANCE OF PERMITS ........................................................................................................................................... 23 
OBLIGATIONS OF PERMIT HOLDERS ....................................................................................................................... 23 
AMENDMENT, CANCELLATION AND SUSPENSION OF PERMITS ............................................................................ 24 

PART V .................................................................................................................................... 25 

EMERGENCIES AND ADVERSE DRIVING CONDITIONS ......................................................................... 25 

PART VI ................................................................................................................................... 26 



 
National Safety Code  February 2022 
Standard 9: Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service    4 

ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICE RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS ................................................................ 26 
ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICE ............................................................................................................................... 26 
MALFUNCTION ....................................................................................................................................................... 28 
ACCOUNTS .............................................................................................................................................................. 29 
CERTIFICATION OF RECORD OF DUTY STATUS ....................................................................................................... 29 
VERIFICATION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS ....................................................................................................... 29 
OTHER RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS ........................................................................................................................ 29 
REQUIREMENT TO FILL OUT A RECORD OF DUTY STATUS ..................................................................................... 29 
CONTENT OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS .............................................................................................................. 30 
POSSESSION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS .......................................................................................................... 32 
DISTRIBUTION AND KEEPING OF RECORD OF DUTY STATUS ................................................................................. 32 
TAMPERING ............................................................................................................................................................ 32 
MONITORING BY MOTOR CARRIERS ...................................................................................................................... 33 
OUT-OF-SERVICE DECLARATIONS ........................................................................................................................... 33 

INSPECTIONS ................................................................................................................................... 34 
PROOF OF AUTHORITY ........................................................................................................................................... 34 
AUTHORITY TO STOP AND ENTER PREMISES FOR AN INSPECTION ........................................................................ 34 
OBSTRUCTION ........................................................................................................................................................ 35 
PRODUCTION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ................................................... 35 

PART VII .................................................................................................................................. 37 

DAILY LOGS ...................................................................................................................................... 37 
REQUIREMENT TO FILL OUT A DAILY LOG .............................................................................................................. 37 
CONTENT OF DAILY LOGS ....................................................................................................................................... 37 
USE OF ELECTRONIC RECORDING DEVICES ............................................................................................................ 38 
POSSESSION OF DAILY LOGS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS BY DRIVERS .......................................................... 39 
DISTRIBUTION AND KEEPING OF DAILY LOGS ........................................................................................................ 39 
TAMPERING ............................................................................................................................................................ 40 
MONITORING BY MOTOR CARRIERS ...................................................................................................................... 40 
OUT-OF-SERVICE DECLARATIONS ........................................................................................................................... 40 

INSPECTIONS ................................................................................................................................... 41 
PROOF OF AUTHORITY ........................................................................................................................................... 41 
AUTHORITY TO ENTER PREMISES FOR AN INSPECTION ......................................................................................... 41 
PRODUCTION OF DAILY LOGS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ............................................................................ 42 

SCHEDULE 1............................................................................................................................. 43 

SLEEPER BERTHS .............................................................................................................................. 43 

SCHEDULE 2A .......................................................................................................................... 44 

DUTY STATUS GRID FOR RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS USE .................................................................. 44 

SCHEDULE 2B .......................................................................................................................... 45 

DUTY STATUS GRID FOR DAILY LOG USE ........................................................................................... 45 

SCHEDULE 3............................................................................................................................. 46 

RECEIPT ........................................................................................................................................... 46 

 
  



 
National Safety Code  February 2022 
Standard 9: Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service    5 

STRUCTURE OF THE STANDARD 

The revised Standard is structured into seven parts but retains the numbering system and general 

appearance of the previous August 2010 version of the Standard.   

 

This version incorporates provisions that cover electronic logging devices, as well as daily log 

requirements. This was done to add clarity in scenarios where a motor carrier and driver are exempt 

from the use ELDs and are permitted to use daily logs.  The following table sets out the structure of 

the Standard: 

 

Document Structure 

 

Part Title Application 

I General Provisions Definitions and responsibilities 

II Scheduling South of Latitude 60°N Driving South of Latitude 60°N 

III Scheduling North of Latitude 60°N Driving North of Latitude 60°N 

IV Permits Requirements for operating by permit. 

V Emergencies and Adverse Driving 

Conditions 

Managing hours of service requirements during 

emergencies and adverse driving conditions. 

VI Electronic Logging Device Requirements for motor carriers and drivers who 

use ELDs 

VII Daily Log Requirements Requirements for motor carriers and drivers 

permitted to use daily logs. 
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ComPART I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

INTERPRETATION 

1 The following definitions apply to this Standard 

Act means the Motor Vehicle Transport Act. 

adverse driving conditions means snow, sleet, fog or other adverse weather or road conditions 

that were not known to a driver or a motor carrier dispatching a driver immediately before the 

driver began driving or could not reasonably have been known to them. 

co-driver means a person who is present in a commercial vehicle because of having been, or being 

about to be, its driver. 

commercial vehicle means a vehicle that 

(a) is operated by a motor carrier and propelled otherwise than by muscular power; and  

(b) is a truck, tractor, trailer or any combination of them that has a registered gross vehicle 

weight in excess of 4 500 kg or a bus that is designed and constructed to have a designated 

seating capacity of more than 10 persons, including the driver.  

cycle means 

(a) cycle 1, under which on-duty time is accumulated over a period of 7 days; and 

(b) cycle 2, under which on-duty time is accumulated over a period of 14 days.  

daily log means a record in the form set out in Schedule 2B containing the information required 

by Section 102.  

day in respect of a driver, means a 24-hour period that begins at the hour designated by the 

motor carrier for the duration of the driver’s cycle.  

director means a federal director or a provincial director.  

driver 

(a) means a person who drives a commercial vehicle; 

(b) means, in respect of a motor carrier, a person employed or otherwise engaged by the motor 

carrier to drive a commercial vehicle, including a self-employed driver; and  

(c) for the purposes of sections 98 and 111, includes a co-driver.  

duty status means any of the following periods 

(a)off-duty time, other than time spent in a sleeper berth;  

(b) off-duty time spent in a sleeper berth; 
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(c) driving time; or 

(d) on-duty time, other than driving time.  

electronic logging device or ELD means a device or technology that automatically records a 

driver’s driving time and facilitates the recording of the driver’s record of duty status, and that is 

certified by an accredited certification body under section 79.1 of the Federal Commercial Vehicle 

Driver’s Hours of Service Regulation SOR/2005-313.  

electronic recording device or ERD means an electric, electronic or telematic device that is 

installed in a commercial vehicle and is capable of accurately recording, in accordance with 

section 103, each period of duty status, in whole or in part.  

emergency vehicle means a fire-fighting vehicle, ambulance, police vehicle or other vehicle that is 

used for emergency purposes.  

federal director means Chief of the Motor Carriers Division of the Department of Transport.  

home terminal means the place of business of a motor carrier at which a driver ordinarily reports 

for work and, for the purposes of sections 80-82 and 100-102, includes a temporary work site 

designated by the motor carrier.  

inspector means 

(a) a person designated under subsection 3(2); or 

(b) a peace officer within the meaning of section 2 of the Criminal Code.  

motor carrier means a person who is engaged in the operation of a bus or truck undertaking. 

off-duty time means any period other than on-duty time.  

oil well service vehicle means a commercial vehicle that is 

(a) specially constructed, altered or equipped to accommodate a specific service 

requirement associated with the oil or natural gas industry; and 

(b) used exclusively in the oil or natural gas industry for transporting equipment or materials 

to and from oil or natural gas well facilities or for servicing and repairing those facilities.  

on-duty time means the period that begins when a driver begins work or is required by the motor 

carrier to be available to work, except if the driver is waiting to be assigned to work, and that 

ends when the driver stops work or is relieved of responsibility by the motor carrier, and  

(a) includes driving time and time spent by the driver 

(i) inspecting, servicing, repairing, conditioning, fueling or starting a commercial vehicle; 

(ii) travelling in a commercial vehicle as a co-driver, when the time is not spent in the 

sleeper berth; 

(iii) participating in the loading or unloading of a commercial vehicle;  
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(iv) inspecting or checking the load of a commercial vehicle; 

(v) waiting before and while a commercial vehicle is serviced, loaded, unloaded or 

dispatched; 

(vi) waiting before and while a commercial vehicle or its load is inspected and the driver’s 

requirements are assessed and, if relevant, the time spent taking the required remedial 

actions; 

(vii) waiting at an en-route point because of an accident or other unplanned occurrence or 

situation; 

(viii) resting in or occupying a commercial vehicle for any other purpose, except: 

(A) time counted as off-duty time in accordance with section 10; 

(B) time spent in a sleeper berth; 

(C) time spent in a stationary commercial vehicle to satisfy the requirements of 

section 14(3), and 

(D) time spent in a stationary commercial vehicle that is in addition to the off-duty 

requirements of section 14(3). 

(ix) performing any work for any motor carrier, and 

(x) performing yard moves of a commercial vehicle within a terminal, depot or port and 

that is not on a public road. 

(b) does not include driving time for the driver’s personal use if 

(i) the vehicle is not used in the course of the business of the motor carrier; 

(ii) the vehicle has been unloaded; 

(iii) any trailers have been unhitched; 

(iv) the distance travelled does not exceed 75 km in a day; 

(v) the driver has recorded in the daily log or record of duty status the odometer reading at 

the beginning and end of the personal use, and 

(vi) the driver is not the subject of an out-of-service declaration under section 91 or 

section 108. 

out-of-service declaration means a declaration issued by a director or inspector under section 91 

or section 108.  

principal place of business means the place or places designated by the motor carrier where daily 

logs or  records of duty status and supporting documents are stored.  
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record of duty status means a record in which the driver records the information required under 

section 77 or 82, as the case may be, for each day. 

sleeper berth [Repealed] 

supporting document means any one of the following documents or information received or 

prepared by a driver in the course of their duties or received or prepared by the motor carrier 

(a) any electronic mobile communication record reflecting communications between a driver 

and a motor carrier transmitted through a driver call-in or fleet management system; 

(b) any payroll record, settlement sheet or equivalent document that indicates payments to 

the driver; 

(c) any government issued document indicating the location of the commercial vehicle; 

(d) any report, receipts, records, or other documentation relating to the load of the 

commercial vehicle including any bill of lading, itinerary, schedule or equivalent document 

that indicates the origin and destination of each trip; 

(e)  any reports, receipts, records or other documentation relating to the servicing, repairing, 

conditioning, fuelling, inspection, or rental of the commercial vehicle; and 

(f) Any reports, receipts, dispatch or trip records or other documentation, in paper or 

electronic formats, indicating the date, time, or location of the commercial vehicle and/or 

driver during the trip, including arrival and departure times.  

Technical Standard means the Technical Standard for Electronic Logging Devices published by the 

Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators as amended from time to time, other than 

provision 4.5.1.11(b)(9) of that Standard. 

1.1 (1) For the purposes this Standard, every reference to HOS Regulations in the Technical 

Standard shall be read as a reference to the Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service 

Regulations, SOR/2005-313 as amended from time to time.  

 

APPLICATION 

2 (1) This Standard applies to all commercial vehicles other than the following 

(a) a two or three-axle commercial vehicle being used for: 

(i) transporting the primary products of a farm, forest, sea or lake, if the driver or the motor 

carrier is the producer of the products, or 

(ii) a return trip after transporting the primary products of a farm, forest, sea or lake, if the 

vehicle is empty or is transporting products used in the principal operation of a farm, forest, 

sea or lake; 
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(b) an emergency vehicle; 

(c) a vehicle engaged in providing relief in the case of a public welfare emergency, as that 

expression is defined in section 5 of the Emergencies Act; and 

(d) a bus that is part of the public transit service that is provided in a municipality, in contiguous 

municipalities or within 25 km of the boundary of the municipality or contiguous municipalities 

in which the public transit service is provided.  

(e) [Repealed] 

(2) [Repealed] 

 

DIRECTORS  

3 (1) The minister responsible for highway safety in a province may designate a person to 

 exercise in the province the duties and functions of a director for the purposes of this Standard. 

(2) A director may designate inspectors for the purposes of this Standard. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MOTOR CARRIERS, SHIPPERS, CONSIGNEES AND DRIVERS 

4 No motor carrier, shipper, consignee or other person shall request, require or allow a driver to 

drive and no driver shall drive if: 

(a)  [repealed]; 

(b) driving would be likely to jeopardize the safety or health of the public, the driver or the 

employees of the motor carrier; 

(c) the driver is the subject of an out-of-service declaration; or  

(d) the driver, in doing so, would not be in compliance with this Standard. 

[5 to 9 reserved] 

 

TRAVELLING AS A PASSENGER - OFF DUTY TIME 

10 If a driver who has, at the request of the motor carrier by whom the driver is employed or 

otherwise engaged, spent time travelling as a passenger, by any mode of transportation, to the 

destination at which the driver will begin driving takes 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time before 

beginning to drive, the time spent as a passenger shall be counted as off-duty time. 
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PART II 

SCHEDULING - DRIVING SOUTH OF LATITUDE 60°N 
 

APPLICATION 

11 Sections 12 to 29 apply in respect of driving south of latitude 60°N. 

 

DAILY DRIVING AND ON-DUTY TIME 

12 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive 

after the driver has accumulated 13 hours of driving time in a day. 

(2) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive after 

the driver has accumulated 14 hours of on-duty time in a day. 

 

MANDATORY OFF-DUTY TIME 

13 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive 

after the driver has accumulated 13 hours of driving time unless the driver takes at least 8 

consecutive hours of off-duty time before driving again. 

(2) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive 

after the driver has accumulated 14 hours of on-duty time unless the driver takes at least 8 

consecutive hours of off-duty time before driving again 

(3) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive 

after 16 hours of time have elapsed between the conclusion of the most recent period of 8 

or more consecutive hours of off-duty time and the beginning of the next period of 8 or more 

consecutive hours of off-duty time. 

 

DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME 

14 (1) A motor carrier shall ensure that a driver takes, and the driver shall take at least 10 

hours of off-duty time in a day. 

(2) Off-duty time other than the mandatory 8 consecutive hours may be distributed 

throughout the day in blocks of no less than 30 minutes each. 

(3) The total amount of off-duty time taken by a driver in a day shall include at least 2 hours of 

off-duty time that does not form part of a period of 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time 

required by section 13. 

[15 reserved] 
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DEFERRAL OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME 

16 Despite sections 12 and 14, a driver who is not splitting off-duty time in accordance with 

section 18 or 19 may defer a maximum of 2 hours of the daily off-duty time to the following day if 

(a) the off-duty time deferred is not part of the mandatory 8 consecutive hours of off- duty 

time; 

(b) the total off-duty time taken in the 2 days is at least 20 hours; 

(c) the off-duty time deferred is added to the 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time taken in the 

second day; 

(d) the total driving time in the 2 days does not exceed 26 hours; and 

(e) there is a declaration in the record of duty status or in the “Remarks” section of the daily 

log that states that the driver is deferring off-duty time under this section and that clearly 

indicates whether the driver is driving under day one or day two of that time. 

 

FERRIES 

17 Despite sections 13 and 14, a driver travelling by a ferry crossing that takes more than 5 

hours is not required to take the mandatory 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time if 

(a) the time spent resting in a sleeper berth while waiting at the terminal to board the ferry, in 

rest accommodations on the ferry and at a rest stop that is no more than 25 km from the point 

of disembarkation from the ferry combine to total a minimum of 8 hours;  

(b) the hours are recorded in the record of duty status or the daily log as off-duty time spent in 

a sleeper berth; 

(c) the driver retains, as a supporting document, the receipt for the crossing and rest 

accommodation fees; and 

(d) the supporting document coincides with the record of duty status or 

daily log entries. 

 

SPLITTING OF OFF-DUTY TIME — SINGLE DRIVER 

18 (1) A driver who is driving a commercial vehicle fitted with a sleeper berth may meet the 

mandatory off-duty time and daily off-duty time requirements of sections 13 and 14 by 

accumulating off-duty time in no more than 2 periods if 

(a) neither period of off-duty time is shorter than 2 hours; 

(b) the total of the 2 periods of off-duty time is at least 10 hours;  
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(c) the off-duty time is spent resting in the sleeper berth; 

(c.1) the sleeper berth meets the requirements of Schedule 1; 

(d) the total of the driving time in the periods immediately before and after each of the 

periods of off-duty time does not exceed 13 hours; 

(e) the elapsed time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods of off-

duty time does not include any driving time after the 16th hour after the driver comes on-duty; 

(f) none of the daily off-duty time is deferred to the next day; and 

(g) the total of the on-duty time in the periods immediately before and after each of the 

periods of off-duty time referred to in paragraph (b) does not include any driving time after 

the 14th hour. 

(2) The 16
th hour is calculated by 

(a) excluding any period spent in the sleeper berth that is 2 hours or more in duration and that, 

when added to a subsequent period in the sleeper berth, totals at least 10 hours; and 

(b) including 

(i) all on-duty time; 

(ii) all off-duty time not spent in the sleeper berth; 

(iii) all periods of less than 2 hours spent in the sleeper berth, and 

(iv) any other period spent in the sleeper berth that does not qualify as counting towards 

meeting the requirements of this section. 

 (3) [Repealed] 

 

SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — TEAM OF DRIVERS 

19 (1) A team of drivers driving a commercial vehicle fitted with a sleeper berth may meet the 

mandatory off-duty time and daily off-duty time requirements of sections 13 and 14 by 

accumulating off-duty time in no more than 2 periods if 

(a) neither period of off-duty time is shorter than 4 hours; 

(b) the off-duty time is spent resting in the sleeper berth; 

(c) the sleeper berth meets the requirements of Schedule 1; 

(d) the total of the driving time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods 

of off-duty time does not exceed 13 hours; 

(e) the elapsed time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods of off-

duty time does not include any driving time after the 16th hour after the driver comes on duty; 
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(f) none of the daily off-duty time is deferred to the next day; and 

(g) the total of the on-duty time in the periods immediately before and after each of the 

periods of off-duty time referred to in paragraph (b) does not include any driving time after 

the 14th hour. 

(2) The 16th hour is calculated by 

(a) excluding any period spent in the sleeper berth that is 4 hours or more in duration and that, 

when added to a subsequent period in the sleeper berth, totals at least 8 hours; and  

(b) including 

(i) all on-duty time; 

(ii) all off-duty time not spent in the sleeper berth; 

(iii) all periods of less than 4 hours spent in the sleeper berth, and 

(iv) any other period spent in the sleeper berth that does not qualify as counting towards 

meeting the requirements of this section. 

(3) [Repealed] 

[20 to 23 reserved] 

 

CYCLES 

24 A motor carrier shall require that a driver follows, and the driver shall follow either cycle 1 or 

cycle 2. 

25 Subject to section 28, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no 

driver shall drive unless the driver has taken at least 24 consecutive hours of off-duty time in the 

preceding 14 days. 

26 Subject to section 28, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver who is following 

cycle 1 to drive, and no driver who is following cycle 1 shall drive, after the driver has accumulated 

70 hours of on-duty time during any period of 7 days. 

27 Subject to section 28, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver who is following 

cycle 2 to drive and no driver who is following cycle 2 shall drive after the driver has accumulated 

(a) 120 hours of on-duty time during any period of 14 days; or, 

(b) 70 hours of on-duty time without having taken at least 24 consecutive hours of off- duty 

time. 
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CYCLE RESET - OFF-DUTY TIME 

28 (1) A driver may end the current cycle and begin a new cycle if the driver first takes the 

following off-duty time: 

(a) for cycle 1, at least 36 consecutive hours; or 

(b) for cycle 2, at least 72 consecutive hours. 

(2) After taking the off-duty time, the driver begins a new cycle, the accumulated hours are set 

back to zero and the driver’s hours begin to accumulate again. 

 

CYCLE SWITCHING — OFF-DUTY TIME 

29 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to switch and no driver shall switch 

from one cycle to the other without first taking the following off-duty time before beginning to 

drive again 

(a) to switch from cycle 1 to cycle 2, at least 36 consecutive hours; or 

(b) to switch from cycle 2 to cycle 1, at least 72 consecutive hours. 

(2) After taking the off-duty time, the driver begins the other cycle, the accumulated hours are set 

back to zero and the driver’s hours begin to accumulate again. 

 

[30 to 36 reserved] 
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PART III 

SCHEDULING — DRIVING NORTH OF LATITUDE 60°N 

 

APPLICATION 

37 Sections 39 to 54 apply in respect of driving north of latitude 60°N. 

38 [Repealed] 

MANDATORY OFF-DUTY TIME 

39 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive 

after the driver has accumulated more than 15 hours of driving time or 18 hours of on-duty time 

unless they take at least 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time before driving again. 

(2) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no driver shall drive if 

more than 20 hours of time has elapsed between the conclusion of the most recent period of 8 or 

more consecutive hours of off-duty time and the beginning of the next period of 8 or more 

consecutive hours of off-duty time. 

40 [Repealed] 

 

SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — SINGLE DRIVER 

41 (1) A driver who is driving a commercial vehicle fitted with a sleeper berth may meet the 

mandatory off-duty time requirements of section 39 by accumulating off-duty time in no more 

than 2 periods if 

(a) neither period of off-duty time is shorter than 2 hours; 

(b) the total of the 2 periods of off-duty time is at least 8 hours;  

(c) the off-duty time is spent resting in the sleeper berth; 

(c.1) the sleeper berth meets the requirements of Schedule 1; 

(d) the total of the driving time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods 

of off-duty time does not exceed 15 hours; 

(e) the on-duty time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods of off-

duty time does not include any driving time after the 18th hour after the driver comes on duty, 

calculated in accordance with subsection (2); and 

(f) none of the daily off-duty time is deferred to the next day.  

(2) The 18th hour is calculated by 
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(a) excluding any period spent in the sleeper berth that is 2 hours or more in duration and that, 

when added to a subsequent period in the sleeper berth, totals at least 8 hours; and  

(b) including 

(i) all on-duty time; 

(ii) all off-duty time not spent in the sleeper berth; 

(iii) all periods of less than 2 hours spent in the sleeper berth, and 

(iv) any other period spent in the sleeper berth that does not qualify as counting towards 

meeting the requirements of this section. 

(3) [Repealed] 

 

SPLITTING OF DAILY OFF-DUTY TIME — TEAM OF DRIVERS 

42 (1) A team of drivers driving a commercial vehicle fitted with a sleeper berth may meet the 

mandatory off-duty time requirements of section 39 by accumulating off-duty time in no more 

than 2 periods if 

(a) neither period of off-duty time is shorter than 4 hours; 

(b) the off-duty time is spent resting in the sleeper berth; 

(c) the sleeper berth meets the requirements of Schedule 1; 

(d) the total of the driving time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods 

of off-duty time does not exceed 15 hours; 

(e) the on-duty time in the periods immediately before and after each of the periods of off-

duty time does not include any driving time after the 18th hour after the driver comes on duty, 

calculated in accordance with subsection (2); and 

(f) none of the off-duty time is deferred to the next day.  

(2) The 18th hour is calculated by 

(a) excluding any period spent in the sleeper berth that is 4 hours or more in duration and that, 

when added to a subsequent period in the sleeper berth, totals at least 8 hours; and  

(b) including 

(i) all on-duty time; 

(ii) all off-duty time not spent in the sleeper berth; 

(iii) all periods of less than 4 hours spent in the sleeper berth, and 

(iv) any other period spent in the sleeper berth that does not qualify as counting towards 

meeting the requirements of this section. 
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(3) [Repealed] 

[43 to 48 reserved] 

 

CYCLES 

49 A motor carrier shall require that a driver follows, and the driver shall follow either cycle 1 or 

cycle 2. 

50 Subject to section 53, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to drive and no 

driver shall drive unless the driver has taken at least 24 consecutive hours of off-duty time in the 

preceding 14 days. 

51 Subject to section 53, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver who is following 

cycle 1 to drive and no driver who is following cycle 1 shall drive after the driver has accumulated 

80 hours of on-duty time during any period of 7 days. 

52 Subject to section 53, no motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver who is following 

cycle 2 to drive and no driver who is following cycle 2 shall drive after the driver has accumulated 

(a) 120 hours of on-duty time in any period of 14 days; or 

(b) 80 hours of on-duty time, without having taken at least 24 consecutive hours of off- duty 

time. 

 

CYCLE RESET — OFF-DUTY TIME 

53 (1) A driver may end the current cycle and begin a new cycle if they first take the following off-

duty time 

(a) for cycle 1, at least 36 consecutive hours; or 

(b) for cycle 2, at least 72 consecutive hours. 

(2) After taking the off-duty time, the driver begins a new cycle, the accumulated hours are set 

back to zero and the driver’s hours begin to accumulate again. 

 

CYCLE SWITCHING — OFF-DUTY TIME 

54 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to switch and no driver   shall 

switch from one cycle to the other without first taking the following off-duty time before 

beginning to drive again 

(a) to switch from cycle 1 to cycle 2, at least 36 consecutive hours; or 

(b) to switch from cycle 2 to cycle 1, at least 72 consecutive hours. 
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(2) After taking the off-duty time, the driver begins the other cycle, the accumulated hours are set 

back to zero and the driver’s hours begin to accumulate again. 

[55 to 60 reserved] 
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PART IV 

PERMITS 

 

SPECIAL PERMITS 

61 (1) A federal director may issue a special permit to a motor carrier for the purpose of a 

research or pilot project if the safety and health of the public, the driver or the employees of the 

motor carrier are unlikely to be jeopardized. 

(2) Sections 12 to 54 and 76 to 112 do not apply in respect of special permits. 

(3) The applicant shall provide to the federal director a detailed work plan that includes at least 

the following information 

(a) the nature of the proposed research or pilot project; 

(b) the objectives of the proposed research or pilot project; 

(c) the competence of the applicant to participate in the proposed research or pilot project; 

(d) the criteria and method for measuring results; 

(e) the safety implications and the approach to addressing any possible risks identified;  

(f) the duration of the proposed research or pilot project; and 

(g) the manner of and timing for reporting results. 

 

PERMITS FOR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES OTHER THAN OIL WELL SERVICE VEHICLES 

62 (1) A provincial director may issue a permit to a motor carrier in respect of a commercial 

vehicle other than an oil well service vehicle if 

(a) the safety and health of the public, the driver or the employees of the motor carrier are 

unlikely to be jeopardized; and 

(b) a reduction of off-duty time or an increase in driving time is required 

(i) to allow a driver following a regular itinerary to reach their home terminal or destination, 

(ii) to allow the delivery of perishable goods, or 

(iii) to accommodate a significant temporary increase in the transportation of passengers or 

goods by the motor carrier. 
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(2) The only deviations from the requirements of this Standard that may be authorized in the 

permit are 

(a) a reduction of the 2 hours of daily off-duty time required by subsection 14(3) if the 

commercial vehicle is driven south of latitude 60°N; and 

(b) an increase in driving time and on-duty time of up to a total of 2 hours. 

 

OIL WELL SERVICE VEHICLE PERMITS 

63 (1) A provincial director may issue a permit to a motor carrier in respect of an oil well service 

vehicle if: 

(a) the driver has successfully completed training directly related to safety requirements 

associated with operating within the field services sector of the oil or natural gas industry; and 

(b) the safety and health of the public, the driver or the employees of the motor carrier are 

unlikely to be jeopardized. 

(2) Sections 24 to 29 and 49 to 54 do not apply in respect of an oil well service vehicle permit, but 

instead the permit shall require that the driver take: 

(a) at least 3 periods of off-duty time, each at least 24 hours long, in any period of 24 days, the 

periods being taken consecutively or separated by on-duty time; and 

(b) at least 72 consecutive hours of off-duty time after ending driving under the provisions of 

the permit and beginning driving under those sections. 

(3) When the driver begins to drive again under sections 24 to 29 or 49 to 54, they begin to 

accumulate hours in the cycle. 

(4) Waiting time and standby time at an oil or natural gas well site or ancillary facility shall not be 

included as on-duty time if 

(a) the driver performs no work during the time; 

(b) the time is fully and accurately recorded as off-duty time and denoted as waiting or standby 

time in the record of duty status or in the “Remarks” section of the daily log; and 

(c) the time is not included in the mandatory minimum of 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time. 

(5) None of the daily off-duty time shall be deferred to the next day. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS 

64 (1) A motor carrier may apply to a director for a permit by providing the following information 

and documents 

(a) the name of the motor carrier; 

(b) the names of the drivers who will drive a commercial vehicle for the motor carrier; 

(c) the driver licence numbers of the drivers and the provinces of issuance;  

(d) the list of the commercial vehicles operated by the motor carrier; 

(e) a list of all accidents involving the motor carrier or any driver of the motor carrier that 

occurred during the 6 months before the date of the application if they are required by the 

laws of the province, state or country in which the accident occurred to be reported to the 

police; 

(f) the requested duration of the permit; 

(g) a detailed description of the load and the provinces in respect of which the permit is to 

apply; 

(h) a detailed description of the routes in respect of which the permit is to apply;  

(i) the requested schedule; 

(j) the reasons for the application, with supporting evidence; 

(k) a copy of every permit issued to the motor carrier under this Standard in the previous 5 

years; and 

(l) a signed declaration that discloses any other application for a permit under this Standard 

made by the motor carrier to any director within the 6 months before the date of the 

application. 

(m) [Repealed] 

(2)  If requested by the director to do so, the motor carrier shall make available to the director the 

records of duty status or daily logs, as well as supporting documents or records of on-duty times, 

for the 6 months before the date of the application, of every driver who will drive a commercial 

vehicle of the motor carrier under the permit. 

64.1 The director may, at any time after the application has been made, require an applicant to 

provide additional information in order for the director to evaluate whether the granting of a 

permit would be likely to jeopardize the safety or health of the public, the driver or the employees 

of the motor carrier. 
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APPROVAL OF OTHER DIRECTORS 

65 (1) Before issuing a permit, a director shall obtain the written approval of the provincial 

directors of the provinces in which the commercial vehicle will be driven under the permit.  

(2) A provincial director from whom approval is sought shall: 

(a) respond to the request for approval within 30 days after receiving it; and 

(b) give their approval if they have no reason to believe that the safety or health of the public, 

the driver or the employees of the motor carrier would be likely to be jeopardized by the 

granting of the permit. 

 

ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 

66 (1) A director who issues a permit shall specify in the permit: 

(a) the reasons for issuing it; 

(b) its duration, which shall not exceed one year;  

(c) any terms or conditions required for the protection of the safety or health of the public, the 

driver or the employees of the motor carrier; and 

(d) the province in respect of which the permit is to apply. 

 

OBLIGATIONS OF PERMIT HOLDERS 

67 (1) A motor carrier to whom a permit is issued shall: 

(a) provide the director with a list of the commercial vehicles that will be operated under the 

permit before undertaking any activity under the permit; 

(a.1) ensure that a copy of the permit is placed in each commercial vehicle in respect of which 

it applies; 

(b) keep the director informed of any changes to the list of commercial vehicles that will be 

operated under this permit; 

(c) make available for inspection by the director, on request, the records of duty status or the 

daily log and the supporting documents of the drivers of the commercial vehicles in respect of 

which the permit applies; and 

(d) notify the director without delay of any accident involving any of the commercial vehicles to 

which the permit applies if it is required by the laws of the province, state or country in which 

the accident occurred to be reported to the police. 

(2) [Repealed] 
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AMENDMENT, CANCELLATION AND SUSPENSION OF PERMITS 

68 (1) A director who issues a permit may amend, cancel or suspend it, and a director who 

approves a permit issued by another director may withdraw the approval, on written notification 

to the motor carrier, if: 

(a) the motor carrier or the driver contravenes this Standard or any term or condition of the 

permit; or 

(b) the director determines that the safety and health of the public, the driver or the 

employees of the motor carrier are likely to be jeopardized. 

(2) [Repealed] 

(3) When a director withdraws approval for a permit issued by another director, the director who 

issued the permit shall amend it to remove the authority for a commercial vehicle to be operated 

under the permit in the province in respect of which approval is withdrawn. 

[69 to 75 reserved] 
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PART V 

EMERGENCIES AND ADVERSE DRIVING CONDITIONS 

 

76 (1) The requirements of this Standard in respect of driving time, on-duty time and off-duty 

time do not apply to a driver who, in an emergency, requires more driving time to reach a 

destination that provides safety for the occupants of the commercial vehicle and for other users 

of the road or the security of the commercial vehicle and its load. 

(2) A driver who encounters adverse driving conditions while driving the vehicle during a trip 

south of latitude 60°N may extend the permitted 13 hours of driving time specified in sections 12 

and 13 and reduce the 2 hours of daily off-duty time required by subsection 14(3) by the amount 

of time needed to complete the trip if: 

(a) the driving, on-duty and elapsed time in the cycle the driver followed is not extended more 

than 2 hours; 

(b) the driver still takes the required 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time; and 

(c) the trip could have been completed under normal driving conditions without the reduction. 

(3) A driver who encounters adverse driving conditions while driving the vehicle during a trip 

north of latitude 60°N may extend the permitted 15 hours of driving time specified in section 

39(1) by the amount of time needed to complete the trip if: 

(a) the extension of the driving time is no more than 2 hours; 

(b) the driver still takes the required 8 consecutive hours of off-duty time; and 

(c) the trip could have been completed under normal driving conditions without the extension. 

(4) A driver who extends their driving, on-duty or elapsed time because of an emergency or 

adverse driving conditions shall record the reason for doing so in the record of duty status or in 

the “Remarks” section of the daily log. 
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PART VI 

ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICE RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS 

 

ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICE 

77(1) A motor carrier shall ensure that each commercial vehicle that it operates is equipped with 

an ELD that meets the requirements of the Technical Standard, and shall ensure that it is mounted 

in a fixed position during the operation of the commercial vehicle and is visible to the driver when 

the driver is in the normal driving position, with the exception of commercial vehicles that are: 

(a) operated by a motor carrier under a permit; 

(b) operated by a motor carrier to which an exemption has been issued under the Act; 

(c) the subject of a rental agreement of no longer than 30 days that is not an extended or 

renewed rental of the same vehicle; or 

(d) manufactured before model year 2000. 

(2) The motor carrier shall require the driver to record, and the driver shall record for each day, in 

accordance with this Standard and the Technical Standard, all the information associated with 

their record of duty status as their duty status changes. 

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply if: 

(a) the driver drives or is instructed by the motor carrier to drive a commercial vehicle within a 

radius of 160 km of the home terminal; 

(b) the driver returns to the home terminal each day to begin a minimum of 8 consecutive 

hours of off-duty time; and 

(c) the motor carrier maintains accurate and legible records showing, for each day, the cycle 

the driver followed and on-duty times and keeps those records and the supporting documents 

relating to those records for a minimum period of 6 months after the day on which each 

record was recorded. 

(4) If a motor carrier authorizes a driver to operate a commercial vehicle for yard moves within a 

terminal, depot or port and that is not on a public road, the motor carrier shall ensure that the 

driver’s ELD has been configured so that the driver can indicate those moves. 

(5) A driver shall manually input or verify the following information in the ELD:   

(a) the date and the start time, if different from midnight, and their driver identification 

number; 

(b) the cycle that the driver is following; 
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(c) the commercial vehicle licence plates as well as the unit number or trailer number, if 

applicable; 

(d) the names and the addresses of the home terminal and the principal place of business of 

the motor carrier by which the driver was employed or otherwise engaged during that day; 

(e) the commercial vehicle’s location description, if it is not automatically drawn from the 

ELD’s geo-location database; 

(f) if the driver was not required to keep a record of duty status immediately before the 

beginning of the day, the number of hours of off-duty time and on- duty time that were 

accumulated by the driver each day during the 14 days immediately before the beginning of 

the day; 

(g) any deferral of off-duty time under section 16; 

(h) if the driver was working for more than one motor carrier during the current day or the 

previous 14 days: 

(i) for each day during the 14 days immediately before the current day, the total number of 

hours for each duty status that were accumulated by the driver, and the beginning and end 

time of each 16-hour period referred to in subsection 13(3); 

(ii) the start and end times of each duty status in the current day, before the use of the 

ELD; and 

(i) any annotation necessary to complete the record of duty status. 

(6) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to use, and no driver shall use, more 

than one ELD at the same time for the same period. 

(7) The motor carrier shall ensure that each commercial vehicle that it operates carries an ELD 

information packet containing a current version of the following documents: 

(a) a user’s manual; 

(b) an instruction sheet for the driver describing the data transfer mechanisms supported by 

the ELD and the steps required to generate and transfer the data with respect to the driver’s 

hours of service to an inspector; 

(c) an instruction sheet for the driver describing the measures to take in the event that the ELD 

malfunctions; and 

(d) a sufficient number of paper records of duty status to allow the driver to record the 

information required under section 82 for at least 15 days as set out by section 81. 

(8) The motor carrier shall ensure that the driver records the information related to their record of 

duty status and the driver is required to record that information in a complete and accurate 

manner. 



 
National Safety Code  February 2022 
Standard 9: Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service    28 

MALFUNCTION 

78 (1) A motor carrier shall ensure that any ELD that is installed or used in a commercial vehicle 

that it operates is in good working order and is calibrated and maintained in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s or seller’s specifications. 

(2) If a driver of a commercial vehicle becomes aware of the fact that the ELD is displaying  a 

malfunction code set out in Table 4 of Schedule 2 of the Technical Standard, the driver shall notify 

the motor carrier that is operating the commercial vehicle as soon as the vehicle is parked. 

(3) The driver shall record, in the record of duty status on the day on which the driver noticed the 

malfunction code, the following information: 

(a) the malfunction code as set out in Table 4 of Schedule 2 of the Technical Standard; 

(b) the date and time when the malfunction code was noticed; and 

(c) the time when notification of the malfunction code was transmitted to the motor carrier. 

(4) The driver shall record the code referred to in paragraph (3)(a) in each record of duty status 

following the day on which the code was noticed, until the ELD is repaired or replaced. 

(5) A motor carrier shall, within 14 days after the day on which it was notified of an ELD 

malfunction code by the driver or otherwise became aware of it, or at the latest, upon return of 

the driver to the home terminal from a planned trip if that return exceeds the 14-day period, 

repair or replace the ELD. 

(6) The motor carrier shall maintain a register of ELD malfunction codes for ELDs installed or used 

in commercial vehicles that it operates for which a malfunction was noticed, and that register 

shall contain the following information: 

(a) the name of the driver who noticed the malfunction code;  

(b) the name of each driver that used the commercial vehicle following the discovery of the 

malfunction code until the ELD was repaired or replaced; 

(c) the make, model and serial number of the ELD;  

(d) the licence plate of the commercial vehicle in which the ELD is installed or used, or the 

Vehicle Identification Number; 

(e) the date when the malfunction code was noticed and the location of the commercial vehicle 

on that date, as well as the date when the motor carrier was notified or otherwise became 

aware of the code; 

(f) the date the ELD was replaced or repaired; and 

(g) a concise description of the actions taken by the motor carrier to repair or replace the ELD. 

(7) The motor carrier shall retain the information set out in subsection (6) for each ELD for which a 
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malfunction was noticed for a period of 6 months from the day on which the ELD is replaced or 

repaired. 

 

ACCOUNTS 

78.1 A motor carrier shall create and maintain a system of accounts that is in compliance with the 

Technical Standard and that: 

(a) allows each driver to record their record of duty status in a distinct and personal account; 

and 

(b) provides for a distinct account for the driving time of an unidentified driver. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF RECORD OF DUTY STATUS 

78.2 A driver shall, immediately after recording the last entry for a day, certify the accuracy of 

their record of duty status. 

 

VERIFICATION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS 

78.3 (1) A motor carrier shall verify the accuracy of the certified records of duty status that are 

forwarded by the driver according to the supporting documents provided and shall require from 

the driver those changes necessary to ensure the accuracy of the records. 

(2) The driver shall either accept or reject the changes required by the motor carrier, make the 

necessary changes and recertify the accuracy of their record of duty status and forward the 

amended records of duty status to the motor carrier. 

[79 reserved] 

 

OTHER RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS 

80 A requirement that a driver record time in a record of duty status is a requirement to record 

the time using the local time at the driver’s home terminal. 

 

REQUIREMENT TO FILL OUT A RECORD OF DUTY STATUS 

81 (1) A motor carrier shall require every driver to fill out, and every driver shall fill out, a record 

of duty status each day that accounts for all of the driver’s on-duty time and off-duty time for that 

day if: 

(a) the driver is driving a commercial vehicle as set out in paragraphs 77(1)(a) to (d); or 
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(b) the ELD is displaying a malfunction code set out in Table 4 of Schedule 2 of the Technical 

Standard. 

(2) This section does not apply if:  

(a) the driver drives, or is instructed by the motor carrier to drive, a commercial vehicle within 

a radius of 160 km of the home terminal;  

(b) the driver returns to the home terminal each day to begin a minimum of 8 consecutive 

hours of off-duty time;  

(c) the motor carrier maintains accurate and legible records showing, for each day, the cycle 

the driver followed and the total on-duty times and keeps those records and the supporting 

documents relating to those records for a minimum period of 6 months after the day on which 

they were recorded; and  

(d) the driver is not driving under a permit issued under this Standard or is driving under an 

exemption issued under the Act. 

 

CONTENT OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS  

82 (1) At the beginning of each day, a motor carrier shall require that a driver enters legibly, and 

the driver shall enter legibly, the following information in a record of duty status, using the grid in 

the form as set out in Schedule 2A:  

(a) the date, the start time if different than midnight, the name of the driver and, if the driver is 

a member of a team of drivers, the names of the co-drivers;  

(b) in the case of a driver who is not driving under an oil well service vehicle permit, the cycle 

that the driver is following;  

(c) the commercial vehicle licence plates or unit numbers;  

(d) the odometer reading of each of the commercial vehicles driven by the driver;  

(e) the names and addresses of the home terminal and the principal place of business of every 

motor carrier by which the driver will be employed or otherwise engaged during that day; 

(f)  if the driver was not required to keep a record of duty status immediately before the 

beginning of the day, the number of hours of off-duty time and on-duty time that were 

accumulated by the driver each day during the 14 days immediately before the beginning of 

the day; and  

(g) if applicable, a declaration in the record of duty status that states that the driver is deferring 

off-duty time under section 16 and that clearly indicates whether the driver is driving under 

day one or day two of that time.  
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(2) The motor carrier shall require that the driver records, and the driver shall record, in the 

record of duty status, using the grid set out in Schedule 2A, the following information as it 

becomes known:  

(a) the beginning time and ending time for each duty status by drawing a continuous line 

between the time markers;  

(b) the name of the municipality or legal subdivision and the name of the province or state 

where a change in duty status occurs or, if the change in duty status occurs at a location other 

than a municipality or legal subdivision, one of the following: 

(i) the highway number and the nearest kilometer marker as well as the name of the nearest 

municipality or legal subdivision,  

(ii) the highway number and the nearest service plaza as well as the name of the nearest 

municipality or legal subdivision, or 

(iii) the numbers of the highways that meet at the nearest intersection as well as the name 

of the nearest municipality or legal subdivision; and  

(c) the total number of hours of each period of duty status, which total must equal 24 hours.  

(3) For greater certainty, nothing in subsection (2) prevents the driver from changing the hours at 

the top of the grid in order to reflect a different start time.  

(4) The driver shall record in the record of duty status, as this information becomes known, the 

names and addresses of any other motor carriers by which they have been employed or otherwise 

engaged during the day.  

(5) If a driver is engaged in making deliveries in a municipality that results in a number of periods 

of driving time being interrupted by a number of short periods of other on-duty time, the periods 

of driving time may be combined and the periods of other on-duty time may be combined on the 

grid.  

(6) A motor carrier shall require that the driver records at the end of each day, and the driver shall 

record at the end of each day, on the grid, the total hours for each duty status and the total 

distance driven by the driver that day, excluding the distance driven in respect of the driver’s 

personal use of the vehicle, as well as the odometer reading at the end of the day and the driver 

shall sign the record of duty status certifying the accuracy of the information recorded in it.  

83 [Repealed] 
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POSSESSION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS 

84 No driver who is required to fill out a record of duty status shall drive, and no motor carrier 

shall request, require or allow the driver to drive unless the driver has in their possession: 

(a) a copy of the record of duty status for the preceding 14 days and, in the case of a driver 

driving under an oil well service vehicle permit, for each of the required 3 periods of 24 

consecutive hours of off-duty time in any period of 24 days; 

(b) the record of duty status for the current day, completed up to the time at which the last 

change in the driver’s duty status occurred; and 

(c) any supporting documents that the driver received in the course of the current trip. 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND KEEPING OF RECORD OF DUTY STATUS 

85 (1) A driver shall, within 20 days after completing a record of duty status, forward the record of 

duty status and supporting documents to the home terminal and the motor carrier shall ensure 

that the driver does so. 

(2) A driver who is employed or otherwise engaged by more than one motor carrier in any day 

shall forward, within 20 days after completing a paper record of duty status, and the motor 

carriers shall ensure that the driver forwards, the original record of duty status to the home 

terminal of the last motor carrier for which the driver worked and a copy of it to the home 

terminal of each other carrier for which the driver worked, as well as the supporting documents 

relating to that record to the home terminal of the carrier for which the driver worked during the 

periods referred to in those supporting documents. 

(3) The motor carrier shall: 

(a) deposit the records of duty status and the supporting documents relating to those records 

at its principal place of business within 30 days after receiving them; and 

(b) keep them in chronological order for each driver or unidentified driver profile file for a 

period of at least 6 months after the day on which they are received. 

 

TAMPERING 

86 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to keep and no driver shall keep 

more than one record of duty status in respect of any day. 

(2) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow any person to enter and no person shall enter 

inaccurate information in a record of duty status or falsify, mutilate, obscure, alter, delete, 

destroy or deface the records or supporting documents. 
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(3) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow any person to, and no person shall, disable, 

deactivate, disengage, jam or otherwise block or degrade a signal transmission or reception, or re-

engineer, reprogram or otherwise tamper with an ELD so that the device does not accurately 

record and retain the data that is required to be recorded and retained.  

 

MONITORING BY MOTOR CARRIERS 

87 (1) A motor carrier shall monitor the compliance of each driver with this Standard. 

(2) A motor carrier that determines that there has been non-compliance with this Standard shall 

take immediate remedial action and record the dates on which the non-compliance occurred, and 

the action taken. 

[88 to 90 reserved] 

 

OUT-OF-SERVICE DECLARATIONS 

91 (1) A director or an inspector may issue an out-of-service declaration in respect of a driver if: 

(a) the driver contravenes section 4(b); 

(b) the driver fails to comply with any of the driving time or off-duty time requirements of 

sections 12 to 29 and 39 to 54 or a term or condition of a permit; 

(c) the driver is unable or refuses to produce their record of duty status in accordance with 

section 98; 

(d) there is evidence that shows that the driver has completed more than one record of duty 

status for a day, has entered inaccurate information in a record of duty status or has 

falsified information in a record of duty status; or 

(e) the driver has falsified, mutilated, obscured, altered, deleted, destroyed or defaced a 

record of duty status or a supporting document in such a way that the director or inspector 

cannot determine whether the driver has complied with the driving time and off-duty time 

requirements of sections 12 to 29 and 39 to 54 or of a term or condition of a permit; or 

(f) the driver uses an ELD that has a disabled, deactivated, disengaged, jammed or otherwise 

blocked or degraded signal transmission or reception, or uses an ELD that has been re-

engineered, reprogrammed or otherwise tampered with so that it does not accurately 

record and retain the data that is required to be recorded and retained, in such a way that 

the director or inspector is unable to determine whether the driver has complied with the 

driving time and off-duty time requirements of sections 12 to 29 and 39 to 54 or of a term or 

condition of a permit. 
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(2) The director or inspector shall notify the driver and the motor carrier in writing of the reason 

that the driver has been made the subject of an out-of-service declaration and the period during 

which it applies. 

(3) An out-of-service declaration applies: 

(a) for 10 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 4(b); 

(b) for 10 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 12; 

(c) for 8 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 13 or 39; 

(d) for 72 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 86; and 

(e) for the number of hours needed to correct the failure, if the driver fails to comply with the 

off-duty time requirements of any of sections 14 to 29, 41 to 54 or of a term or condition of a 

permit or with the requirements of section 98. 

(4) The out-of-service declaration in respect of a driver who contravenes section 86 continues to 

apply beyond the 72 hours until the driver rectifies the  record of duty status, if applicable, and 

provides it to the director or inspector so that the director or inspector is able to determine 

whether the driver has complied with this Standard. 

 [92 to 95 reserved] 

 

INSPECTIONS  

PROOF OF AUTHORITY 

96 An inspector shall, at all times during the exercise of their functions, produce on request 

proof of their designation and title. 

 

AUTHORITY TO STOP AND ENTER PREMISES FOR AN INSPECTION 

97 (1) An inspector may, during business hours, enter a motor carrier’s home terminal or 

principal place of business, other than living quarters, for the purpose of verifying compliance with 

the requirements of this Standard.  

(2) An inspector may at any time enter a commercial vehicle, or stop and enter it, for the purpose 

of verifying compliance with the requirements of this Standard. 

(3) An inspector may, at any time, enter a sleeper berth, or stop a commercial vehicle and enter its 

sleeper berth, for the purpose of verifying that the sleeper berth meets the requirements of 

Schedule 1. 

(4) [Repealed] 
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OBSTRUCTION 

97.1 No person shall obstruct or hinder, or knowingly make any false or misleading statements 

either orally or in writing to an inspector who is engaged in carrying out their duties and functions 

under this Standard. 

 

PRODUCTION OF RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

98 (1) At the request of an inspector, a driver shall produce for inspection records of duty status 

for the current day and the preceding 14 days, the supporting documents for the current trip — in 

their existing format — as well as any permit under which the driver may be driving. 

(2) If the records requested by the inspector are in electronic format, the driver shall produce 

either the display or a printout of the records and, if requested by the inspector to transmit the 

records of duty status, shall transmit them by the transfer method identified by the inspector that 

is provided for in the Technical Standard and is supported by the ELD. 

(3) The driver shall, at the request of an inspector, give the inspector a copy of the paper records 

of duty status and supporting documents for the current day and the preceding 14 days, or the 

originals if it is not possible in the circumstances to make copies, as well as any permit under 

which the driver may be driving. 

(4) The inspector shall provide the driver with a receipt in the form set out in Schedule 3 for the 

paper records of duty status and supporting documents received. 

99 (1) A motor carrier shall, during business hours, at the request of an inspector, produce the 

following documents for inspection at the place specified by the inspector: 

(a) records of duty status and the supporting documents relating to those records that are in its 

possession; 

(b) records of driving time of an unidentified driver; 

(c) the documents referred to in subsection 77(7); 

(d) the register of ELD malfunction codes set out in subsection 78(6); 

(e) any permit under which a driver is driving or was driving during the period for which the 

inspector makes the request; or 

(f) the information recorded under subsection 87(2). 

(2) The motor carrier shall transmit to the inspector the electronic records of duty status in the 

format, and using one of the transfer methods, prescribed in the Technical Standard.  
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(3) The inspector shall: 

(a) immediately return the permit if it is still a current permit and provide a receipt in the form 

set out in Schedule 3 for any expired permit as well as for the paper records of duty status and 

supporting documents; and 

(b) return the expired permits, paper records of duty status and supporting documents within 

14 days after the day on which they were received. 
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PART VII 

DAILY LOGS 

 

100 A requirement that a driver record time in a daily log is a requirement to record the time 

using the local time at the driver’s home terminal. 

 

REQUIREMENT TO FILL OUT A DAILY LOG 

101 (1) A motor carrier shall require every driver to fill out and every driver shall fill out a daily log 

each day that accounts for all of the driver’s on-duty time and off-duty time for that day.  

(2) This section does not apply if: 

(a) the driver drives or is instructed by the motor carrier to drive a commercial vehicle within 

a radius of 160 km of the home terminal; 

(b) the driver returns to the home terminal each day to begin a minimum of 8 consecutive hours 

of off-duty time; 

(c) the motor carrier maintains accurate and legible records showing, for each day, the 

driver’s duty status and elected cycle, the hour at which each duty status begins and ends, and 

the total number of hours spent in each status and keeps those records for a minimum period of 

6 months after the day on which they were recorded; and 

(d) the driver is not driving under a permit issued under this Standard. 

 

CONTENT OF DAILY LOGS 

102 (1) At the beginning of each day, a motor carrier shall require that a driver enters legibly, and 

the driver shall enter legibly the following information in a daily log: 

(a) the date, the start time if different than midnight, the name of the driver and, if the driver 

is a member of a team of drivers, the names of the co-drivers; 

(b) in the case of a driver who is not driving under the provisions of an oil well service vehicle 

permit, the cycle that the driver is following; 

(c) the commercial vehicle licence plates or unit numbers; 

(d) the odometer reading (if equipped) of each of the commercial vehicles driven by the 

driver; 

(e) the names and the addresses of the home terminal and the principal place of business of 

every motor carrier by whom the driver was employed or otherwise engaged during that day; 
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(f) in the “Remarks” section of the daily log, if the motor carrier or driver was not required to 

keep a daily log immediately before the beginning of the day, the number of hours of off-duty 

time and on-duty time that were accumulated by the driver each day during the 14 days 

immediately before the beginning of the day; and 

(g) if applicable, a declaration in the “Remarks” section of the daily log that states that the 

driver is deferring off-duty time under section 16 and that clearly indicates whether the driver 

is driving under day one or day two of that time. 

(2) The motor carrier shall require that the driver records and the driver shall record in the daily 

log the hours in each duty status during the day covered by the daily log, in accordance with 

Schedule 2B, and the location of the driver each time their duty status changes, as that 

information becomes known. 

(3) At the end of each day, the motor carrier shall require that the driver records and the driver 

shall record the total hours for each duty status and the total distance driven by the driver that 

day, excluding the distance driven in respect of the driver’s personal use of the vehicle, as well as 

the odometer reading at the end of the day and sign the daily log attesting to the accuracy of the 

information recorded in it. 

 

USE OF ELECTRONIC RECORDING DEVICES 

103 A driver may use an ERD for recording their duty status if: 

(a) the driver is driving for a motor carrier in a jurisdiction that permits the use of ERDs for an 

intra-provincial truck or bus undertaking;  

(b) the information contained in the electronic recording device is the same as the 

information that would have been provided if it had been submitted as a daily log in paper 

format; 

(c) when requested to do so by a director or an inspector, the driver can immediately provide 

the information for the previous 14 days by producing it on a digital display screen of the 

electronic recording device or in handwritten form or on a print-out or any other intelligible 

output, or any combination of these; 

(d) the device is capable of displaying: 

(i) the driving time and other on-duty time for each day on which the device is used,  

(ii) the total on-duty time remaining and the total on-duty time accumulated in the cycle 

being followed by the driver, and 

(iii) the sequential changes in duty status and the time at which each change occurred for 

each day on which the device is used. 
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(e) the driver is capable, if so, requested by an inspector, of preparing a handwritten daily log 

from the information stored in the device for each day on which the device is used;  

(f) the device automatically records when it is disconnected and reconnected and keeps a 

record of the time and date of these occurrences; 

(g) the device records the time spent in each duty status of the driver; 

(h) any hard copy of the daily log that is generated from the information that is stored in the 

device is signed on each page by the driver attesting to its accuracy and use; and 

(i) The motor carrier shall ensure that each commercial vehicle equipped with an ERD shall 

have the sufficient number of paper logs to allow the driver to record the information 

required under section 103(b) and (c). 

 

POSSESSION OF DAILY LOGS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS BY DRIVERS 

104 No driver who is required to fill out a daily log shall drive, and no motor carrier shall request, 

require or allow the driver to drive unless the driver has in their possession: 

(a) a copy of the daily logs for the preceding 14 days and, in the case of a driver driving under 

an oil well service vehicle permit, for each of the required 3 periods of 24 consecutive hours 

of off-duty time in any period of 24 days; 

(b) the daily log for the current day, completed up to the time at which the last change in the 

driver’s duty status occurred; and 

(c) any supporting documents or other relevant records that the driver received in the course 

of the current trip. 

 

DISTRIBUTION AND KEEPING OF DAILY LOGS 

105 (1) A driver shall, within 20 days after completing a daily log, forward the original daily log and 

supporting documents to the home terminal and the motor carrier shall ensure that the driver 

does so. 

(2) A driver who is employed or otherwise engaged by more than one motor carrier in any day 

shall forward, within 20 days after completing a daily log, and the motor carriers shall ensure that 

the driver forwards, the original of the daily log to the home terminal of the last motor carrier for 

which the driver worked and a copy of it to the home terminal of each other carrier for which the 

driver worked, as well as the supporting documents relating to that daily log to the home terminal 

of the motor carrier for which the driver worked during the periods referred to in those 

supporting documents. 
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(3) The motor carrier shall: 

(a) deposit the daily logs and supporting documents at its principal place of business within 30 

days after receiving them; and 

(b) keep the daily logs and supporting documents in chronological order for each driver for a 

period of at least 6 months after the day on which they were created. 

 

TAMPERING 

106 (1) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow a driver to keep and no driver shall keep 

more than one daily log in respect of any day. 

(2) No motor carrier shall request, require or allow any person to enter and no person shall enter 

inaccurate information in a daily log, whether it is handwritten or produced using an electronic 

recording device, or falsify, mutilate or deface a daily log or supporting documents. 

 

MONITORING BY MOTOR CARRIERS 

107 (1) A motor carrier shall monitor the compliance of each driver with this Standard. 

(2) A motor carrier that determines that there has been non-compliance with this Standard shall 

take immediate remedial action and record the dates on which the non-compliance occurred, the 

date of issuance of a notice of non-compliance and the action taken. 

 

OUT-OF-SERVICE DECLARATIONS 

108 (1) A director or an inspector may issue an out-of-service declaration in respect of a driver if:  

(a) the driver contravenes section 4(b); 

(b) the driver fails to comply with any of the driving time or off-duty time requirements of 

sections 12 to 29, sections 39 to 54 or a term or condition of a permit; 

(c) the driver is unable or refuses to produce their daily log in accordance with section 111; 

(d) there is evidence that shows that the driver has completed more than one daily log, has 

entered inaccurate information in the daily log or has falsified information in the daily log; or 

(e) the driver has falsified, mutilated, obscured, altered or defaced a daily log or a supporting 

document in such a way that the director or inspector cannot determine whether the driver 

has complied with the driving time and off-duty time requirements of sections 12 to 29, 

sections 39 to 54 or a term or condition of a permit. 

(2) The director or inspector shall notify the driver and the motor carrier in writing of the reason 
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that the driver has been made the subject of an out-of-service declaration and the period during 

which it applies. 

(3) An out-of-service declaration applies: 

(a) for 10 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes paragraph 4(b);  

(b) for 10 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 12; 

(c) for 8 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 13 or 39; 

(d) for 72 consecutive hours, if the driver contravenes section 106; or 

(e) for the number of hours needed to correct the failure, if the driver fails to comply with the 

off-duty time requirements of any of sections 14 to 29 or 41 to 54 or of a term or condition of 

a permit or with the requirements of section 111.  

(4) The out-of-service declaration in respect of a driver who contravenes section 106 continues to 

apply beyond the 72 hours until the driver rectifies the daily log, if applicable, and provides it to 

the director or inspector so that the director or inspector is able to determine whether the driver 

has complied with this Standard. 

 

INSPECTIONS  

PROOF OF AUTHORITY 

109 An inspector shall, at all times during the exercise of their functions, produce on request 

proof of their designation and title. 

 

AUTHORITY TO ENTER PREMISES FOR AN INSPECTION  

110 (1) An inspector may, during business hours, enter a motor carrier’s home terminal or 

principal place of business, other than living quarters, for the purpose of verifying compliance 

with the requirements with this Standard. 

(2) An inspector may at any time enter a commercial vehicle, or stop and enter it, for the purpose 

of verifying compliance with the requirements with this Standard. 

(3) An inspector may, at any time enter a sleeper berth, or stop a commercial vehicle and enter its 

sleeper berth, for the purpose of verifying that the sleeper berth meets the requirements of 

Schedule 1. 

(4) No person shall obstruct or hinder, or knowingly make any false or misleading statements 

either orally or in writing to, a director or an inspector engaged in carrying out their duties and 

functions under this Standard. 
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PRODUCTION OF DAILY LOGS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

111 (1) At the request of an inspector, a driver shall immediately produce for inspection daily logs 

for the preceding 14 days, supporting documents and other relevant records for the current trip 

as well as any permit the driver may be driving under. 

(2) If an electronic recording device is installed in the commercial vehicle, the driver shall retrieve 

the information stored by the device for each day that it was used. 

(3) The driver shall, at the request of an inspector, immediately give the inspector a copy of the 

daily logs for the preceding 14 days and supporting documents and other relevant records for the 

current trip, or the originals if it is not possible in the circumstances to make copies, as well as any 

permit the driver may be driving under. 

(4) The inspector shall provide a receipt in the form set out in Schedule 3 for the copy of the daily 

logs, supporting documents and other relevant records. 

 

112 (1) A motor carrier shall, during business hours, at the request of an inspector, immediately 

make available for inspection at a place specified by the inspector daily logs, supporting 

documents and other relevant records as well as any permit a driver may be driving under or have 

been driving under during the period for which the inspector makes the request for the 

documents. 

(2) The inspector shall: 

(a) immediately return the permit if it is still a current permit and provide a receipt in the form 

set out in Schedule 3 for any expired permit as well as for the daily logs, supporting documents 

and other relevant records; and 

(b) return the expired permits, daily logs, supporting documents and other relevant records 

within 14 days after receiving them. 
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SCHEDULE 1 
(Paragraphs 18(1) (c.1). 19(1) (c), 41(1) (c.1), 42(1)(c), 97(3) and 110(3)  

 

SLEEPER BERTHS 
 

1 An area of a commercial vehicle is a sleeper berth if: 

(a) it is designed to be used as a sleeping accommodation; 

(b) it is located in the cab of a commercial vehicle or immediately adjacent to the cab and 

securely fixed to it; 

(c) it is not located in or on a semi-trailer or a full trailer; 

(d) if it is located in the cargo space, it is securely compartmentalized from the remainder of the 

cargo space; 

(e) in the case of a bus: 

(i) it is located in the passenger compartment; 

(ii) it is at least 1.9 m in length, 60 cm in width and 60 cm in height; 

(iii) it is separated from the passenger area by a solid physical barrier that is equipped with a 

door that can be locked; 

(iv) it provides privacy for the occupant; and 

(v) it is equipped with a means to significantly limit the amount of light entering the area; 

(f) in the case of a commercial vehicle other than a bus, it is rectangular in shape with at least 

the following dimensions: 

(i) 1.9 m in length, measured on the centre line of the longitudinal axis; 

(ii) 60 cm in width, measured on the centre line of the transverse axis; and 

(iii) 60 cm in height, measured from the sleeping mattress to the highest point of the area; 

(g) It is constructed so that there are no impediments to ready entrance to or exit from the 

area; 

(h) There is a direct a readily accessible means of passing from it into the driver’s seat or 

compartment; 

(i) It is protected against leaks and overheating from the vehicle’s exhaust system; 

(j) It is equipped to provide heating, cooling and ventilation within the range of household 

temperatures; 

(k) It is sealed against dust and rain; 

(l) It is equipped with a mattress that is at least 10 cm thick; and 

(m) It is equipped with a means of preventing ejection of the occupant during deceleration of 

the commercial vehicle, the means being deigned, installed and maintained to withstand a 

total force of 2 700 kg applied toward the front of the vehicle and parallel to the longitudinal 

axis of the vehicle. 
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SCHEDULE 2A 
 

DUTY STATUS GRID FOR RECORDS OF DUTY STATUS USE 
 

Subsection 82(1) and (2) 
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SCHEDULE 2B 
 

DUTY STATUS GRID FOR DAILY LOG USE 
  

Subsection 1 and 102 (2) 
 

 
 

Instructions 
 

Fill out the grid as follows: 
 

NOTE: The hours at the top of the grid are only representative and may be amended to reflect 
a different start time. 

 
(a) for each duty status: 

(i) mark the beginning time and the end time, and 

(ii) draw a continuous line between the time markers; 

(b) record the name of the municipality or give the location on a highway or in a legal sub-division 

and the name of the province or state where a change in duty status occurs;  

(c) if the driver is engaged in making deliveries in a municipality that result in a number of periods 

of driving time being interrupted by a number of short periods of other on- duty time, the periods 

of driving time may be combined and the periods of other on-duty time may be combined; and 

(d) enter on the right of the grid the total number of hours of each period of duty status, which 

total must equal 24 hours. 
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SCHEDULE 3  

RECEIPT 

Subsection 98(4), paragraph 99(3)(a), Subsection 111(4) and Paragraph 112(2)(a) 

 
Receipt/Reçu 

It is hereby acknowledged that, pursuant to subsection 98(4) or paragraph 99(2)(a) of Part VI 

and Subsection 111(4) and Paragraph 112(2)(a) of Part VII of the Commercial Vehicle Drivers 

Hours of Service Standard, the following records of duty status or daily logs and supporting 

documents were provided by: 

 

J’accuse réception des rapports d’activités ou fiche journalières et des documents justificatifs 

suivants fournis en vertu du paragraphe 98(4) ou de l’alinéa 99(2)a) de la partie VI et de 

l’article 111(4) et de l’alinéa 112 (2)a) de la Norme sur les heures de service des conducteurs 

de véhicule utilitaire par : 

 

 

(Name of person / Nom de la personne) 

at / à 

(Number, street, municipality, location, province of motor carrier / Numéro, rue, 

municipalité, endroit, province du transporteur routier) 

on / le 

(Day, month, year / Jour, mois, année) 

namely / à savoir : 

(Description of records of duty status or daily logs and supporting documents received / 

Description des rapports d’activités ou fiche journalières et des documents justificatifs) 

 

 

 

 

Dated at / Fait à 

(Municipality, location / Municipalité, lieu) 

on / le  

(Day, month, year / Jour, mois, année) 

 

Inspector’s signature de l’inspecteur 

 

 


